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***x*x* Excerpt from The History of the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society, Vol. 1 of 5 The Centenary History of the Wesleyan Missionary Society
was projected as an integral part of the celebrations of 1913, and the work of abstracting reports and manuscripts was entrusted to the Rev. W. C.
Bourne. A considerable amount of preparatory work was thus accomplished. The work then passed into the hands of the Rev. G. G. Findlay, D.D., at
that time the Professor of New Testament Language and Literature in the Headingley College. This appointment at once met with hearty and
universal approval. Dr. Findlay brought to the work not only the trained mind and finished style of the scholar, but also a sympathy with foreign
missionary work, and a comprehensive outlook upon the whole range of Church activities, such as commanded the reverent admiration of all. His
capacity for research, his appreciation of the value of detail, and his grasp of the whole, indicated an ideal historian, and the depth of his personal
devotion ensured that the work of recording the sacrifice and service of faith would be worthily accomplished. He gave himself up to the work with
whole-hearted enthusiasm, assisted by his talented daughter, who had herself served as a Missionary in India. The work of examining and collating
the manuscript records which contained the earliest history of the Missionary Society was enough to baffle most men, but Dr. Findlay s industry and
skill were equal to the task, and his work in this particular alone will remain not the least of many monuments by which he will be remembered. But
the thoroughness and completeness of his method became a difficulty,...
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