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***x* Excerpt from Practical Farming and Gardening There are three classes of farmers, says Dean Davenport, of the lIllinois State College of
Agriculture; one class studies, experiments, originates; another class emulates the success of the originator, imitates his methods, and in time learns
to go to first sources for information; a third has little faith in book-learning, and, misunderstanding success, will neither imitate nor learn. The
whole tendency of modern times is to make farming so difficult a calling - so to raise the standard of competition - that the third class will be
crowded to the wall and be forced into the poorest lands. It is for the class that puts brains into the management of soil and plants and animals that
this volume has been published. The several articles have been prepared with a single view to giving a brief, but sufficiently comprehensive,
introduction to modern agricultural practice. This composite of the sciences which we call farming is not to be dished up in a single volume; but in a
single volume it is quite possible to tell the man who wants to read on any given farm topic, where he may find the book he wants. It is possible,
further, to give so clear an insight into the essentials of farming under modern conditions as will simplify and illuminate all future reading, and to
add thereto such handbook matter and useful information as every farmer needs, and finds it difficult to obtain at the moment it is needed. In the
preparation of the classified bibliographies, the several specialist contributors have been absolutely uninfluenced by so much as the suggestion of
commercial considerations. They have treated...
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