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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: .selected to conduct the army operations. The preliminary attack of
June, under the direction of General Sir Herbert Plumer, was the high-water mark in technical efficiency on the British side throughout the war. In
that opening battle Plumer displayed those qualities which presently earned for him, first the unchallenged title of the best battle commander in the
British army and later, recognition as field marshal by his nation. When Plumer had struck the first blow with his Second Army it was Gough of the
Fifth Army who was designated to direct the major attack, and this major attack failed. It failed so completely and at such a cost that Haig was
presently compelled to call upon Plumer again. When Plumer came there was an immediate change. He mastered the elastic defence of Von Arnim,
who had faced the British at the Somme and now confronted them along the Lys. But the hour when real success was possible had passed. As for
Gough, his failure should have resulted in his recall. Instead, he was continued in command of his Fifth Army until the supreme disaster of the
following March destroyed it and at last resulted in his elimination from the front. Gough s failure, and the circumstances of that failure, shook the
confidence of the soldiers in their High Command. They were sent against unbroken defences, as Nivelle had sent his troops against similar
obstacles on the Craonne Plateau. They failed in the larger sense, as Nivelle...
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