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***x* Excerpt from The Feeble-Minded: Their Prevalence and Needs in the School, Population of Arkansas In recognition of the fact that the care of
the mental defective has become quite generally the function of the State, the Fortieth General Assembly (1915) of Arkansas passed the following
concurrent resolution: That a commission of five persons, residents of this State, shall be appointed by the Governor, to investigate the conditions
and needs of the feeble-minded in the State, the said commission to be known as the Commission for the Feeble-Minded. Approved March 25, 1915.
At the request of the commission thus appointed, and for the furtherance of general investigations of mental and school hygiene, an officer of the
Public Health Service was detailed to make studies of the prevalence of feeble-mindedness in Arkansas for the purpose of assisting the commission
in determining the needs of the State in regard to the feeble-minded. Facts Pertaining to Mental Deficiency. For many years mental disorders were
looked upon with superstitious fear. The insane, therefore, were placed in prisons or other institutions, while mentally feeble children and adults
were often subjected to abuse and neglect or cared for in almshouses and other places of confinement where no effort was made to render them
useful to themselves or to society. In 1800, however, an attempt was made by Itard, a physician at the National Institution for the Deaf and Dumb at
Paris, to educate an idiot, The Savage of Aveyron. Between 1800 and 1848 the care and education of the feeble-minded attracted considerable
attention in France, Switzerland, Germany, and England, where schools for this class of individuals were established. As early as 1818 the problem...
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