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***xx Excerpt from Diary of a Geological Tour by Dr. Elisha Mitchell in 1827 and 1828 Dear Sir: - At the request of my aunt, Miss Margaret Mitchell, |
write a note to accompany a package of old letters, sent by this mail. In looking over some hundreds of old family letters, these records of
Grandfather Mitchell s earlier tours in Western N. C. seemed, perhaps, to have some value for the Historical Society. They are written with care and
method, and are ts he says, of the nature of a diary, in the vacations of 1827 and 1828, and, some, later, giving daily account of travel s over various
counties, what mines he looked into, what minerals and geological features he saw, the kind of lands he passed over, and the people he met. If they
prove to be of any use, please accept; if not, destroy them. If they reach you, please acknowledge to Miss Mitchell, at this place. She heard of the
death of her old playmate, and long time friend, S. F. Phillips. Another break in the band of Mitchell s and Phillipse s. Four left, Mrs. Ashe, Miss
Margaret, Mrs. Spencer, and Mrs. Laura Phillips. Mrs. Ashe is in the feeblest health, 81 years old. Miss M. enjoys good health but is slowly losing her
sight, from cataract. The foregoing letter by a granddaughter of Dr. Mitchell explains the character of the letters now published as No.6 in the
James Sprunt Monograph Series. It is deemed proper to prefix a short memoir of their author. Elisha Mitchell was born in Washington, Connecticut,
August 19, 1793.His father, Abner by name, was a farmer. About...
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