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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Isolation of
Persons in Hospitals for the Insane Hen a man loses his reason, it becomes necessary that the reason of others, in a greater or less degree, shall
supply its place. To that extent, the movements of the person thus af?icted are subject to the control Of others, and his property is taken from his
management and disposal. Humanity demands this the peace and safety of society demand it, and the ultimate good of all parties IS promoted by
it. Thus, of necessity, one of the hardest penalties of the criminal law rs Visited upon men who have not only committed no crime, but are
themselves the Victims of as sad a calamity as any in the long catalogue of human ills. The manner in which this consequence is determined,
however, diEers very much in the two cases. In the one, it follows a judicial investigation conducted according to the strictest forms of legal
procedure, with all the safeguards and indulgences which, in the progress of humanity, have come to be regarded as unquestionable rights; while in
the other, in most instances, it is determined by the arbitrary will of individuals proceeding under none of the or dinary formalities of law, and
guided by none of its principles. The Inquiries which this first View of the subject suggests are deeply interesting, because the idea now prevails that
the legisla ture should prescribe under what circumstances this interference with the inalienable rights of men, on the ground of insanrty, is to be
allowed; to whom this privilege of interference is to be eu trusted; by what safeguards against abuse this trust is to be pro tected; by what
solemnities this deprivation...
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