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***x* Excerpt from The Jewish Welfare Board Young Men s Christian Association, with its nation-wide organization, so thoroughly alive to the needs
of young men, and so excellently adapted to the nations new work. In the same spirit and for the same purposes the War Department through this
special Training Camp Commission - the Fosdick Commission, as it has come to be known - invited the large Catholic group in America to
participate in the national welfare program, with the result that the Knights of Columbus was nominated by the Catholic Church and accepted by
the American Government as the authoritative Catholic agency for war purposes. The selection of the third agency to represent what might be
considered the third largest religious group in America, namely, the Jewish group, was fraught with difficulties. It is a commentary upon Jewish life
in America, and particularly upon its work of national organization and management, that with 260 years of history behind it, and with literally
thousands of organizations, no single agency could be selected as representative of the Jewry of America. True, one or two of them seemed to have
some special claim to such recognition, but by reason of their limited constitution or platform, or for some other reason, they failed to secure the
endorsement of the Jews as a whole. The result was a meeting of representatives of some ten or more national Jewish organizations, at which it
was decided that each organization present should delegate certain powers to a new agency. This was the beginning of the organization which has
since become known as the Jewish Welfare Board, and which has obtained the official recognition of the...
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