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***x* Life of Anna Timmermans Anna, the deaf, dumb, and blind girl, whose story | am about to relate, was born at Ostend of poor, but honest
parents, in the year 1818. She was blind from her birth, but during the first years of her infancy appeared to have some sense of hearing. This
unfortunately, soon vanished, leaving her blind, deaf, and dumb; one of the three persons thus trebly afflicted existing at this moment in the
province of West Flanders. Losing both her parents while still an infant, she was brought up by her grandmother, who received aid for the purpose
from the Commission des Hospices of the town. To the good offices of these gentlemen she is likewise indebted for the education she has since
received for when [ first proposed taking her into my establishment, both her aunt and her grandmother were most unwilling to part with her,
fearing, very naturally that strangers would never give her the affectionate care which in her helpless condition, she so abundantly required. They
only yielded at last to the representations and entreaties of their charitable friends. Their love for this poor child who could never have been
anything but an anxiety and expense to them was indeed most touching, and they wept bitterly when they parted from her, declaring in their
simple, but expressive language that | was taking away from them the blessing of their house. They were soon satisfied; however, that they had
acted for the best, and having once convinced themselves of her improvement both in health and happiness, they never to the day of their death
ceased to rejoice at the decision which they had come to in her...
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