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23d, 1889 The Convention was called to order by Vice-President William J. Palmer, of BuEalo, N. Y., by whom the Mayor of the city was introduced.
Hon. Phillip Becker, Mayor of BuEalo, then delivered an address of welcome, to which the Convention responded in frequent outbursts of applause.
His Honor spoke as follows: Ladies and Gentlemen - Members of the Society of American Florists: I have the honor to extend to you a most cordial
greeting on behalf of the authorities and people of the city of BuEalo, and venture to express the hope that your stay among us may prove as
profitable and enjoyable to yourselves as your presence is gratifying and welcome to us, and that when you return to your homes you may take
with you most favorable recollections of our young but vigorous city. I understand that this is your first visit here as a society, and provision has
been made for your entertainment by a committee, which will escort you and attend to your wants. We have a city of more than 250,000
inhabitants, the population having almost doubled in the last ten years. We have over 400 miles of streets, more than one-half of which are paved.
As you drive through the city you will perceive that we have the best street pavement in this country - over seventy miles of asphalt. I need not
describe to you the beauty, durability, perfection and smoothness of that pavement, as you will see all this for yourselves when riding...
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